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Waterstof is ‘hot’ in 2019



Waterstof was ‘cool/koel’ in 2009
 Few buses, no car to buy, no forklifts, no (public) hydrogen refuellingstations

 Research institutes are scaling down activities on hydrogen

 Policy documents in the Netherlands:
 THE source of hydrogen will be natural gas (don’t do electrolyses)
 South-Netherlands is no focus area for hydrogen

 Policy-documents in Flanders: 
 “hydrogen” not mentioned

 Large interest in batteries

 Europe acting on and investing in hydrogen: FCH-JU: > 1 billion euro 

 Almost no regional interest/plans for hydrogen,…. Only one cross-border plan in 2008 under development 



1 plan: Waterstofregio (Interreg Vl-Nl)
 Realise projects:

 2 hydrogen refuelling stations, one in South-Netherland, one in Flanders
 1 MW fuelcell plant on byproduct hydrogen
 demonstration with bus
 demonstration with garbage truck
 demonstration with heftruck
 demonstration on maritime application
 develop an ecosystem on hydrogen for Flanders/South-Netherlands

 Budget: 14 million euro

 Start-up WaterstofNet as coördinator of Waterstofregio



Results Interreg
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Lessons learned:

• No rocket-science, but not that easy

• Projects realized with key-components from Flanders/Netherlands

• You need to build experience by doing

• Technology is just 1 part of the challenge
• Give equal attention to: permitting, homologation, demonstrations, end users

• Cooperate with companies with power/drive/endurance

• Manage expectations…. Scale up step by step



Projects generate projects



Hydrogen refuelling infrastructure











An ecosystem of project-partners



From “focus mobility” to “focus energy-transition”



Toepassingsmogelijkheden waterstof
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Roadmap: focus on 2020 – 2030 - 2050
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Green Octopus



Region Flanders-South-Netherlands shows results
 Hydrogen Refuelling stations
 Cars
 Forklifts
 Buses
 Garbage trucks
 Trucks
 smart grid application

No other European region has the combination of these applications, mostly produced in our
region itself

New regional activities under development



WaterstofNet will focus on the next steps

 hydrogen infrastructure in Flanders/Netherlands/Benelux

 heavy-duty applications on hydrogen

 hydrogen hubs in different sectors

 regional hydrogen industry platform (47 +…)

 connect projects on hydrogen in ports/infrastructure/endusers/…

 scale-up projects/programmes in line with industry/endusers/governments



WaterstofNet “Dream team”



Invitation to you to be part of the next steps
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